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Application
CFIN-Ontario Genomics AcCELLerate-ON
General Instructions
Delete this page before submitting the final application.
Please refer to the AcCELLerate-ON - Food Innovation with Cellular Agriculture Competition, Competition Guide and Application Guide for further details. 
[bookmark: _Hlk80800571]
Applications will be accepted no later than February 28, 2022, 12:00 PM EST.  Submit the final Application package to CFIN at innovation@cfin-rcia.ca.

Throughout the application, the term ‘project’ refers to the initiative/work undertaken to complete the funded activities. 

CFIN and Ontario Genomics, at their sole discretion, reserve the right to alter or cancel the program timelines, and applicants will be advised if any changes are made.

For questions, please contact CFIN (innovation@cfin-rcia.ca) and/or Ontario Genomics (lriley@ontariogenomics.ca). 

The completed application submission must include the following electronic files: 

	
Document 
	Format
	Contents
	File name Example

	Application 
	One (1) Word document
	Completed application (exclude supporting documentation)
	LeadApplicantName_app.doc

	Budget and Workplan
	One (1) Excel document
	Completed budget and workplan form
	LeadApplicantName_BW.xls

	Supporting Documentation
	One (1) PDF document
	One file containing all supporting documentation
	LeadApplicantName_SD.pdf

	Proof of Financial Capability
	One (1) PDF document
	One file covering the financial proof
	LeadApplicantName_FP.pdf




Application:
CFIN-Ontario Genomics AcCELLerate-ON

[bookmark: _Hlk84281589]* information in fields marked with an asterisk may be disclosed publicly. See Terms and Conditions (Section 7) for due diligence disclosure requirements.

1. Project Overview 

	Project Title *
	

	
	

	Total Budget *
Should be between $150,000 and $200,000
	

	Total CFIN Funding Request *
Should be 50% of total budget
	

	Total Ontario Genomics Funding Request *
Should be 25% of total budget
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk84405197]
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk84407621]Project Start Date * 
	Click to enter start date 	Project 
End Date * 
	Click to enter end date 


2. Lead Applicant Details

	Legal Business/ Organization Name*
	

	Operating Name *
(if different from legal name)
	

	
	

	Description of business line / core capabilities (450 characters or less)

	

	
	

	Address
	

	City/Town *
	

	Province*
	

	Postal Code
	

	Website URL *
	



	Business Number (9-digit number) (Business Applicants Only)
	

	Date of Incorporation (Business Applicants Only)
	

	Organization Type *
	Select your organization type
	Percentage Canadian Ownership 
(estimate if necessary) (Business Applicants Only) 
	

	Primary NAICS Code, 
if known (Business Applicants Only)
	

	Total number of full-time equivalent (FTE)s employed in your business in the past year (Business Applicants Only)
	



	Have you (lead applicant) registered as a CFIN member? 
[bookmark: _Hlk84428429]If you have checked no, visit the CFIN website to register for a free CFIN membership before submitting your application.
	☐
Yes
	☐
No



Primary Contact for the Project

	Name
	
	Email
	

	Title
	
	Phone number
	



3. Project Partner(s) (If Applicable)

[bookmark: _Hlk84280167]If the Lead Applicant is working directly with project partners (businesses and/or researchers[footnoteRef:2]) (i.e., they play an active role in the project, they are providing a cash contribution, and they are not a paid service provider, etc.), identify the partner(s) and their role and/or contribution.  Copy and paste this section for each additional project partner. [2:  Universities or Colleges] 


	[bookmark: _Hlk80791432]Legal Business/Organization Name 
	

	Operating Name 
(if different from legal name)
	

	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk84280238]Provide a short description of the project partner’s role and/or contribution (150 words or less)

	



Primary Contact for the Project

	Name
	
	Email
	

	Title
	
	Phone number
	


4. Project Description and Summary

4.1. Provide a short description of the project in lay language (maximum 150 words). *

	


4.2. Provide a short project summary explaining why the proposed project will advance the competitiveness of Ontario's cellular agriculture and food business ecosystems and create economic impact, and why CFIN and Ontario Genomics funding is required to carry out the project (maximum 150 words) .*

	




5. [bookmark: _Hlk84280900]Application Questions

[bookmark: _Hlk83904416]Provide responses (maximum 500 words unless otherwise indicated) to each of the following questions that will form the basis for assessing the proposal.

5.1. Cellular Agriculture with Food Innovation Topics

Check all applicable innovation topics that align with your project – see the Applicant Guide for a description of the topics. If your project doesn’t align with listed innovation topics, please suggest a topic heading in the table.

	
	Check ALL innovation topics that align with your project

	Sustainable Food & Ingredients Production
	☐

	Genomic Diagnostics in Food Safety
	☐

	Biomanufacturing and Scale Up
	☐

	Reducing Red Tape, Regulatory Burden or other Barriers:
	☐

	Other (Describe):
	☐

















Describe the project alignment with the selected innovation topics (maximum 200 words).

	




5.2. Provide the background and the rationale for completing the project (including industry pull/market need). 

	




5.3. Provide a detailed project work plan, including project design and methodology, with activities, timelines, milestones, and deliverables, and specific roles and responsibilities of the applicants and team (maximum 1,000 words).

	



5.4. 	Outline the innovative aspects of the project, including details of the specific cellular agriculture food innovation and highlight how genomics and/or engineering biology was or will be used.

	



5.5. Using defined TRL start and end points, describe the expected TRL progression/advancement within the project, or describe how the broader industry/ecosystem will utilise the project outcomes to advance the TRL or aid in implementation (academic projects only).

	




5.6. Describe the expected impact and outcomes, including direct or indirect benefits to Ontario and to food and beverage manufacturing and cellular agriculture ecosystems.

	




5.7. Describe the next steps and pathway to implementation, and how the outcomes of the project will lead to or shorten the pathway to commercial application, including any Intellectual Property (IP) considerations.
	








6. Other considerations 
These sections are mandatory and will be taken into account in project evaluation.

6.1 	Principles of Inclusion, Diversity, Equality and Accessibility (IDEA): describe how you will take actions that will remove barriers to the recruitment and full participation of individuals from all underrepresented groups, including the four designated groups as defined by the Employment Equity Act (women, Indigenous Peoples, members of visible minorities, and persons with disabilities) on your team (maximum 250 words).

	



6.2 Consumer engagement/perception: describe any current or future plans for consumer engagement to mitigate potential concerns about this innovation and cellular agriculture more generally, to ensure that there will be a market for these products in Canada (maximum 250 words).

	





7. Terms and Conditions

By submitting the application, the Lead Applicant understands that no commercially confidential information provided in this application and attachments will be disclosed by CFIN or Ontario Genomics to any third party other than:

· To individuals, including CFIN and Ontario Genomics staff and expert reviewers (bound by non-disclosure agreements) engaged by CFIN and/or Ontario Genomics, involved in the governance, assessment, and/or funding of the application;
· As required to be released or disclosed by law or in a judicial or other federal governmental investigation or proceeding;
· If the information is generally known or in the public domain at the time of the Lead Applicant's disclosure; or
· If the information subsequently becomes a matter of public knowledge through no fault of CFIN or Ontario Genomics.

By submitting an application, the Lead Applicant agrees that CFIN and/or Ontario Genomics may disclose any information received under confidential cover: within the CFIN and Ontario Genomics organizations; to the Governments of Canada or Ontario; or to non-government parties (i.e. other ISED networks) for the following purposes:

· To reach a decision on the application;
· To administer and monitor the implementation of the project;
· To evaluate the results of the project; or
· As part of an official audit.

Once a project is approved, information such as the amount of funding awarded by CFIN and Ontario Genomics, the purpose for which the funds were provided, non confidential descriptive information about the project, and the name of the organizations participating in the project, is considered public information and may be published by CFIN, Ontario Genomics, Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada and/or the Ontario Ministry of Colleges and Universities.

In order to be considered for project funding, Applicants must:

· [bookmark: _Hlk83133734]Certify that the same project they are proposing is not already 100% funded through another funding program, and that financial commitments would not otherwise have been made to the project in its current form;
· Ensure that only eligible project costs defined under the Competition Guide are to be used for the project or claimed for reimbursement (See Appendix C Eligible Cost Categories in the Program Guide);
· Agree to incur all expenses for which CFIN and Ontario Genomics funding is sought no earlier than the date of the signing of the Master Project Agreement and no later than 18 months after that date, unless otherwise stated in the Master Project Agreement; 
· Agree to adhere to CFIN’s and Ontario Genomics’ conflict of interest policy (included in the Master Project Agreement); and
· Agree that, if their project is selected, they will maintain auditable financial records substantiating their expense claims and provide CFIN and Ontario Genomics with the information they require to monitor and report on the financial and scientific progress of their project.
Applicants must also acknowledge and certify that: 

· They have read, understand, and are willing to comply with CFIN’s and Ontario Genomics’ project requirements;
· The project will be carried out in Ontario;
· The project is incremental and new;
· The project would not be undertaken to the same extent without CFIN and Ontario Genomics’ funding;
· They are willing to invest in and complete the project within an 18-month time frame;
· They have adequate financial means and project management capabilities to carry out the project; and
· They agree to provide information necessary for CFIN and Ontario Genomics to conduct required due diligence.

The Lead Applicant understands that the CFIN-Ontario Genomics AcCELLerate-ON is a discretionary program. Projects will be selected based on assessment criteria and the number of projects selected will depend on available funding. Requests from CFIN and/or Ontario Genomics program managers for additional information regarding the application, are not an indication that the project will be selected or that funding will be granted.

Acknowledgement and Waiver
The Lead Applicant acknowledges that they have read the CFIN-Ontario Genomics AcCELLerate-ON Competition Guide and Applicant Guide and agree that this application will be evaluated, and project funding, if any, allocated, in accordance with the terms described therein. The Lead Applicant hereby waives the right to make any claim against CFIN and/or Ontario Genomics arising pursuant to the application, review and funding process outlined in the CFIN-Ontario Genomics AcCELLerate-ON Competition Guide and/or Applicant Guide.   

Notice Regarding Personal Information: 
Please refer to CFIN's Privacy Policy for information on how the CFIN collects uses and discloses personal information. To pose questions or concerns regarding privacy issues, CFIN’s Privacy Officer can be contacted at:

Privacy Officer, Canadian Food Innovation Network 
381 Elmira Rd N, Unit 1 Guelph ON N1K 1H3
Email Address: info@cfin-rcia.ca

Disclaimer:
In no event will CFIN, Ontario Genomics, Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada or the Ontario Ministry of Colleges and Universities be liable for any damages (including, without limitation, damages for loss of data, loss of revenues or the incapacity to reach any objective) related to any of the activities contemplated hereunder, even if CFIN and/or Ontario Genomics has been notified of the possibility of such damage.

The Lead Applicant hereby declares that the information in this application is true and complete, to the best of their knowledge, belief and understanding.

	Lead Applicant Business/Organization Name
	

	Name and Title of Signatory
	

	Date
	

	☐	
	By checking this box, the Lead Applicant confirms that, they have read and agree to the above Terms and Conditions.
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